
Los Angeles Harbor College

Biotechnology Advisory Council Meeting

Meeting Minutes
June 6, 2017

In attendance:
Ann Carpenter, CEO – Braid Theory; Jim Cooper, CFO – Braid Theory; Anna Skaya, CEO Base Paws; Barbara Juncose, Professor – Citrus College; Wendie Johnstone, Sector Navigator Ambassador – Pasadena Bio; Ana Escandon, LAHC Life Sciences Professor; Barbara Christie, LAHC EWD Instructor Special Assignment; Erica Mayorga, LAHC EWD Director; Sandra Sanchez, LAHC EWD Dean; Dr. Basil Ibe, LAHC Chemistry Professor; Van Benford, LAHC Program Specialist; Susan Yoder, LAHC Associate Professor.
The group convened to discuss development of a new biotechnology program at Los Angeles Harbor College (LAHC). There was consensus on approval to proceed and a discussion ensued on the following:

· Need to focus on building a program that have several on and off ramps, as well as what needs to be added to curriculum to meet requirements for middle-skill job demands.
Also, discussed what’s needed, including filling the training gaps to fully prepare the industry’s workforce.
· Discussed bioinformatics – a broader course in bio-manufacturing and based on equipment.
· Molecular Biology Bioinformatics for bio-manufacturing
· Provide training on technical writing – non-credit workshops that incorporate communication, writing – and soft skill essentials
· Consider how to enhance the credit-earning aspect of the program.
· There is focus health sciences – considerations in vertical agriculture – Ag-tech, Microbrewery, and Food Tech
The group also discussed the need to strive to find local employers to provide externships; Talked about Space conference in Pasadena: Four companies in aerospace - clean rooms – within aerospace, and astrobiology – decontaminated – no transferring drugs into space. On June 13th, there will be a Talk in Monrovia and students should come - $10 cost; SBIR.
Also, there was a discussion on barriers to entry. Taking fundamentals to design courses that lead to certificate would help students get into employment – off ramp and onramp. 
Faculty should participate in externships (based on needs), and the program should be designed based on the needs of the area.
· Should consider additional equipment needed, and technical troubleshoot, and repair as needed.
· Citrus - lab skills course and bio-manufacturing – safety covered throughout year

· Use skills for jobs and transfer.  Barbara to visit Citrus – Tue/Wed/Thu. 
Other considerations included the following: employers and institutions need to partner. 

Follow up meetings with partners to validate/assess how program idea develops.
Discussed ATE grant opportunities and how STEM pathway plan fits in the plan. 

Explore if there’s geographical competition with Mission in considering ATE grants.

The LAHC Team will meet to debrief and follow up.

